
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSON  

CITY OF WASHINGTON, FRANKLIN COUNTY, MISSOURI 
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 

 
 
Agenda Item #1:  Call Meeting to Order –Co-Chair Sparky Stuckenschneider called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 pm. 

 
Agenda Item #2:  Roll Call – Director of Parks & Recreation Wayne Dunker called roll. Those in 
attendance included co-Chair Sparky Stuckenschneider & Tessie Steffens. Commission Members 
Gavin Woolley, Kevin Kriete, Betty Werner, Bob Kloeppel, Bob Dzurick, Dave Wehmeyer and Debbie 
Toedebusch  
  
Those not in attendance were Dan Cassette and Council Liaison’s Jeff Patke and Nick Obermark.  
 
Agenda Item #3:  Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Agenda Item #4:  Approval of Minutes October 7, 2020 minutes were approved by Tessie Steffens 
with a second by Gavin Woolley. November meeting was cancelled due to lack of quorum.  
 
Agenda Item #5:  Parks Report – given by Wayne Dunker 
Lloyd & Anita Jaeger-recognition of $140,000 will be held on December 7, 2020 at the Council 
Meeting at 7pm. We will also have recognition of the donation with a plaque on the new pool building 
in the breezeway.  
 
Medians-will be doing a cleanup hopefully next week.  
 
Phoenix-did a lot of cleanup work. Looking at options to make that look better for the summer.  
 
Facility Fees-We need to start looking at pool pricing for the new pool. Working with staff now to get 
some suggestions. 
 
Caboose-We were hoping to find a donation to get it painted, but has never materialized. We are 
going to get it bid out this winter and get it painted once it gets warm. 
 
Got some electric ran to the caboose and put up Christmas Decorations up, so it is looking festive.  
 
Agenda Item #6:  Communications from Audience – Sarah Lough, President of the Washington 
Soccer Association (WSA) gave an update on the Association.  
 
Sparky asked how her season went and if it was still going on. She said the season went great, and 
they are technically still practicing. They have 500 families throughout 33 schools.  
 
Over the past 14 weeks they had a successful season with many compliments on their management 
and how they use the fields.  
 
Fees-depends on the age/program. They go from little kids to competitive leagues. Average is around 
$100 per child.  
 



Sparky asked Sarah to talk about the parking issues during games. Sparky said there are 140-150 
spaces available, is that enough? Sarah says that the soccer lot is the central lot for the entire park 
and it is not enough. They allowed a ½ hour in between games times that cost the association more 
money, which did help with traffic flow.  
 
Tessie asked how many games occur at the same time. Sarah said in 2019 soccer standards 
changed, instead of 8 kids on the field it went to 4 kids (for games) for the youngest age group. They 
split up into four sections on a regular field.  
 
Length of the season is 10 weeks. Spring starts February-May and fall runs August-Halloween.  
 
Sparky asked what are your expectations of the Parks Department? Sarah stated that we feel like 
Lakeview fields are our home and strive for the best for our community. We had low spot issues on 
the fields and Parks fixed them. Stripping became an issue this year, and WSA stepped into to help. 
Sarah stated they would like to have a home and be able to welcome the community. 
 
Sparky also asked what the Soccer Association brings to the community? Sarah stated that they 
provide an amazing service to the community. They have grown 30% the last 2 years. They have a 
commitment of excellence!  
 
Tessie asked about season length and game schedules -Sarah said all games are on Saturday’s for 
each season for around 30 weeks total.  
 
Bob Dzurick said we should thank the WSA for paying for the Lakeview Soccer sign. WSA tries to 
help keep the fields clean by picking up trash.  
 
Tessie said on the parking issue, she is not sure that anything is going to be solved by the spring 
season. She asked Sarah if she was opposed to letting WSA families know that they need to stay off 
the park grass? Sarah said they have done that in the past, but what hindered it is people are 
accustomed to parking in the grass for the Fair. She also said that in 2019 some cars were ticketed, 
and that did help.  
 
Sarah asked if we could rope off the problem area. Tessie said it is on the list of ideas. 
 
Debbie asked if the spring season was as large as the fall, and Sarah said it is not.  
 
Sparky asked if WSA would be opposed to not scheduling games on specific fields so that the fields 
could rest. Chad said the fields need to have time to rest. We need to look at what is best to get the 
fertilization done (needs to be done in the fall) as well as handle all the other events that have to be 
done. Wayne said that in 2019 Parks brought up letting a field rest, but it didn’t work. With that said, 
WSA did agree to let a field rest during the 2020 Spring League but the league was cancelled after 
two weeks.  
 
Sarah agreed, the fields are in a lot better condition that in the past. In a perfect world, you would 
have 4 even size fields and the City only has 3 fields, so it gets tricky when you remove a field from 
play.  
 
Tessie said that 30 weeks is a long time to tie up a public facility. She stated she is not against it, she 
just wanted to point it out. To keep fields in the best shape, seasons may have to be changed up a 
bit.  
 



Bob Dzurick, stated the season is 30 Saturdays. Tessie pointed out that there are practices too, Bob 
said practices are only on Tuesday & Thursday’s. WSA has measured the outfields of the Lakeview 
baseball fields and suggested they could be used for soccer. 
 
Bob Dzurick also stated that there is an open area (former tree nursery) that could be turned into 
another field or parking lot near the Parks Shop. 
 
Sparky, said that the issues aren’t going to be worked out tonight, but we need to work together and 
figure it out to get the fields in the best condition. 
 
Wayne stated that since the association is growing (30% each of the last two years) this leads to 
more games and more parking issues, would WSA be open to using the Midway Fields. Sarah said it 
has been discussed by the WSA Board, but the issues that stopped it, were the Fair and the field not 
ready for the fall season. If there are other suggestions, they are open to them, but keep in 
consideration that families would be split up. WSA loves having one spot as their home.  
 
Kevin asked what age group puts the most wear and tear on the fields. Sarah said she could not see 
that the little kids do much damage but when the kids get older, WSA has less teams, so that 
shouldn’t be an issue either.  
 
Chad said from watching his daughter play, he sees more damage happening during practices than 
the actual games due to the huddling in one specific area of the field. Sarah said they utilize a play 
practice technique, which is very much like a game, so they do not huddle as much. 
 
Agenda Item #7:  Old Business –  
Aquatic Facility-things are moving along. Roof is shingled. Hillside project is moving along. It is 
looking like a pool.  
 
Disc Golf Lion’s Thank you Sign -Debbie approved with a second by Betty for both the sign design 
and the placement.  
 
Sculpture Placement-happy to say all of the sculptures are out and the process is over. The only one 
that is not out is the one that was at the pool and we removed it for pool construction but it will go 
back once the pool opens. Mr. Pogue texted Wayne stating that stainless steel should not be in pool 
water, so we believe that he thought the sculpture was going in the actual water.  
 
 
Agenda Items #8:  New Business 
 
Lions/Elks disc golf thank you sign-The group likes the sign. It is a double sided sign and the Lions 
Club picked the location.  
 
Disc Golf-The front nine is complete and the blue canopy was re-purposed from the old pool, and the 
back nine concrete pads should be getting started soon.   
 
Rotary Riverfront Trail Markers Donation-Wayne & Ziglin designed trail marker signs and approached 
the Rotary if they would like to see their name on the signs and they liked the idea and they donated 
them. The signs were placed today.  
 
Wayne worked with Engineering. Department to develop new maps of both the East & West trails. 
Poster size maps were printed and placed in the Riverfront Kiosk.  
 



Revision of the Athletic & Facility Fees-will be looking to get the fees committee going again. Need to 
look at facility fees, and look at establishing a tournament fee for baseball. In 2020 due to the Covid 
restrictions and Youth Sports Association not renting the fields, we held several tournaments and the 
rental groups got a very good deal, due to not having a fee structure for tournaments. We may have 
out priced ourselves in a couple of our other facilities so those need to be reviewed. Looking to start 
the process in January.  
 
Other- We have the Angel of Hope ceremony coming up this Sunday, December 6, 2020 at 7pm. It 
will not be the normal ceremony; it will be drive up style and we are going to live stream it on 
Facebook. With the brick additions this year, there are around 200 bricks in the paver plaza.  
 
We also have Flash Light Candy Cane Hunt (drive through style) on December 17, 2020.  
 
Park Benches on the West Trail - Kloeppel has had people ask about them and the cost. Wayne said 
we have a waiting list and we are currently working on pricing and should have something out 
sometime in January.  
 
Phoenix Park Tennis Courts -Dzurick was asked if we were going to put a hitting board up. Chad said 
we have never had one at these courts but at one time, someone was going to donate one, but it 
never materialized. Wayne stated that no one has made a request to the Parks Office regarding a 
board. 
 
Debbie asked if we are going to add benches or picnic tables to the Dog Park. Wayne stated yes, 
there is concrete poured for two benches that the Lions Club donated. The benches are here, they 
just need to be assembled and the Lions Club logo needs to be installed on the them.  There is at 
least one picnic table at the dog park.  
 
Bob Kloeppel wanted to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Agenda Item #9: Executive Session: None 
 
Agenda Item #10:  Next Meeting – January 6, 2021. 
 
Agenda Item #11:  Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm with a motion from Gavin with a 
second by Tessie 
 
 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION APPROVAL. 


