
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSON  

CITY OF WASHINGTON, FRANKLIN COUNTY, MISSOURI 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020 

 
 
Agenda Item #1:  Call Meeting to Order –Co-Chair Sparky Stuckenschneider called the meeting to 
order at 6:01 pm. 

 
Agenda Item #2:  Roll Call – Director of Parks & Recreation Wayne Dunker called roll. Those in 
attendance included co-Chairs Sparky Stuckenschneider & Tessie Steffens. Commission Members 
Dan Cassette, Gavin Woolley, Kevin Kriete, Bob Kloeppel, Betty Werner, Dave Wehmeyer as well as 
Council Liaison Nick Obermark.  
  
Those not in attendance were Bob Dzurick & Debbie Toedebusch and council liaison Jeff Patke.  
 
Agenda Item #3:  Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Agenda Item #4:  Approval of Minutes July 1, 2020 minutes were approved by co-chair Steffens and 
seconded by member Woolley. 
 
Agenda Item #5:  Parks Report – given by Wayne Dunker 
 
East Trail-When the river dropped below 8’, Modot’s sub-contractor hauled rock out of the river to a 
wash out area 1500’ west of the bridge. Once we get some dirt hauled in and get grass to grow it will 
be great area to see the new bridge. 
 
Public Works and our staff have been all hands on deck getting the trail ready to be re-constructed. 
We have $251,000 to get that work done. We graded and hauled in millings to raise up areas. The 
work we are doing now should help keep it out of the water longer during flooding events. Removed 
old trees, dead trees and poison ivy out of a lot of the trees.  We are hoping to have it done this fall.  
 
Modot saved 2 pieces of the old bridge piers. Those two pieces will be put down near the trail and the 
plan is to have an educational sign showcasing those pieces. 
 
John Ballmann of Ballmann Earthworks, is doing draining work and cleaning up the wetlands and 
should be done shortly. Once he is gone, our crews can go full steam ahead!  
 
West Trail-cleaned up the dirt piles and other debris that have been there since August 2019.  
 
Freight Building-painting is completed and looks good. The historic preservation commission picked 
out the colors.  
 
Parking lot paving-looking to get Gazebo, Main Park & some of the Fairgrounds paved before the end 
of the fiscal year.  
 
The March-July Parks & Rec document was handed out.  
 
Agenda Item #6:  Communications from Audience – None 
 
Agenda Item #7:  Old Business –  



Main Park Playground- Have been doing a little work, but we focused to the Riverfront trail. Poured 
concrete curbing, getting ready to have the rubber surfacing installed but we ran into a sewer lateral 
issue that had inch minus rock from our project. The pipe is underneath the playground, so we pulled 
out the playground piece and are working on getting that issue resolved.  
 
Playground Screen Discussion: Wayne contacted the playground designer to check into a playground 
screen. Kevin stated that the power lines are low through there. Wayne stated that we are working on 
getting all of those lines put underground over the next few years.  
 
Pool-The pool hole is 13’, I can assure that the hole won’t be bigger than needed because they are 
charging us. They hit rock, hauled it out. The plan was to put the pumps in the old pool house until we 
hit rock. After evaluating the condition of the old pool house, it was determined that due to the 
cracking of some of the cement joints that the old pool house has already, jackhammering of the floor 
wasn’t the best choice. 
 
So now the new bath house is getting extended on at both ends to house the pumps. There was a 
price increase and we are working through that. Early on in the design process, we were given a price 
of $240,000 to add the pumps to the new building, but now the price is down to $50,000 or less. 
We’re not sure what the price difference is, but we’re moving forward.  
 
We are currently running about 30 days behind schedule, but Westport is confident we can get back 
on track and still open on time in 2021.  
 
Gavin asked why we didn’t know that portions of the original concrete pool floor and walls were below 
the stainless steel liner. The 1983 plans are very vague as well as the 1971 plans. Long story short, 
the City and the contractor split the cost to haul of the concrete 50/50. 
 
Agenda Items #8:  New Business 
 
Signs- Working on updating all of the parks signs with the new city logo. The Main Park sign is next!  
The current sign is located on High Street at Second St. but it can only really been seen from Second 
Street. We would like to move it further down High St. so it can be seen going north or south on High 
St. 
 
Wayne showed a picture of the old park sign and the new proposed sign for comparison. 
 
We are looking at removing the pool sign (Since the new pool will have the address on the building) 
and placing Wayfinding Sign there showing Auditorium, Ronsick Field, Main Park Pavilion, Main Park 
Playground & Aquatic Complex.  
 
Gavin mentioned re-naming Circle Drive since it will no longer be a circle. Kevin stated Circle Drive 
came about, because the road used to circle around Ronsick Field. 
 
Sparky noted that the Rotary’s name is not on the new sign. Wayne stated they had donated to the 
old playgrounds, and Ronsick Field. There logo is on the dugouts & the logo is on sign by the 
entrance to the field and the Concession Stand. We are trying to put established dates and City logos 
on the new park signs to make them look cleaner. 
 
Gavin wanted to know where the large trust fund donation we received went. Wayne stated that 
money went towards the building of the pool.  
 
Tessie doesn’t want to make organizations mad by not recognizing them.  



 
Trail- We dug out the benches that were down there and need to get those put back. We are getting 
GPS coordinates to put those back to the original places. The paving bid was $191,000 of the 
$251,000 we have budgeted for the project. We will be putting back a 10’ wide trail all the way down. 
The trail markers were put in 2000, the entrance actually started at the dog park (due to the grant, it 
had to be so long) so everything is off. Once we get it redone, we will mark it correctly. We are 
budgeting to put seed down in sections and to only mow 10’ on each side of the trail to cut down 
maintenance. Over the years more areas got mowed, so we are trying to go back to more natural.  
 
Crestview Water Tower Tree Planting- There was a very nice article in the Missourian on the planting 
and the volunteers. It was big article that featured Urban Forestry members and Josh Wargo in 
Wayne’s place. Can use it for Tree city USA, AIB application and other memberships. We got a new 
person interested in being on the Urban Forestry Committee from the article, so that was positive. 
 
Disc Golf Sign- Wayne & Darren Lamb met with Disc Golf twice and signage was never mentioned. 
With that said, the Lions Club were not forgotten. There logo is on each of the 18-disc hole signs (that 
will be going in soon) as well as the Kiosk by the parking lot. The kiosk will feature a 24x36 map with 
the Lions Club Logo and all the contributors to the project.  The other side will be a place for flyers.  
 
The Lions Club are working with Ziglin Signs on a concept design, (Ben is a Lions Club member) and 
will present it to Wayne and then to this Commission.  The Lion’s want their logo prominently 
displayed where people can see it. Betty asked if they contributed more than the others to this 
project. The Lions Club is unsure, so Wayne is working through finding that information since he was 
not here when this project started. 
 
The Burger family contributed the most being $5,000 recently, plus the acual ground years ago. Even 
with all of that, they still don’t want to recognized.  
 
We don’t want to get into putting everyone’s names on park entry signs, because someone may 
donate more after the sign is made. The group agrees we have to stay consistent.  
 
The Lions admitted that they can’t find a spot on the current sign that doesn’t look bad or like an 
afterthought, but still want something.  
 
Dave suggested a Wayfinding sign on 9th Street that could recognize them and show the skate park 
as well.  
 
The new signs (some are being repurposed) are aluminum which is lower maintenance. 
 
Hall of Fame- Soccer association asked about the process of the Hall of Fame wall in City Hall. This 
sparked some research. Staff found some information on our share drive that had an application. 
 
Tessie stated it was started to give recognition after the new tennis courts were built. The committee 
met and came up with an application and the committee would review the application based on 
criteria. This gave recognition without putting the person’s name on a park, building, etc. Tessie 
thought it was done during Brian Boehmer’s time as Parks Director.  
 
Cassette stated that some of names are after employees and we were trying to stay away from them. 
 
Tessie has started reviewing the 501c3 Patrons of the Parks information and its overwhelming.  
 
 



 
Agenda Item #9: Executive Session: None 
 
Agenda Item #10:  Next Meeting – September 2, 2020. 
 
Agenda Item #11:  Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 7:07 pm with a motion from Gavin and a 
second by Bob.  
 
 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION APPROVAL. 


