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FROM  Chief Ed. Menefee 

 

TO:  Traffic Commission Members 

 

SUBJECT: August 7, 2020 Traffic Committee Meeting    

 

DATE:  August 10, 2020  

 

The August 7, 2020 Meeting Minutes were approved as written. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mike Grissom  Police Department 

    John Nilges  Engineering 

    Ed Menefee  Police Department 

    Mark Wessels  City Council 

   

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mark Piontek  City Attorney 

    Greg Skornia  City Council 

     

VISITORS:   Mark Skornia  Emergency Management 

    Tony Bonastia  Street Department 

    Andrea Lueken Engineering 

    Terry Buddemeyer Washington Ambulance 

    Mark Hidritch  City Council 

    Darren Lamb  City Administration  

      

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

4A 20-06-0009 Complaint letter from a citizen in reference to commercial vehicles: 

Engineering received a complaint from a citizen in reference to commercial vehicles violating 

city code in the area of E 5th Street. The committee reviewed the letter in addition to a response 

to the citizen that was already sent by John Nilges. The committee agreed that the majority of the 

issues cited in the letter were an enforcement issue that should be monitored by the police 

department. One of the specific complaints the letter addressed was trucks violating truck routes 

in town. Mike Grissom will reach out to several of our local trucking companies to remind them 

of the truck route ordinance. (CLOSED) 

 

4B 20-06-0010 Request for handicapped parking in front of 24 W 2nd Street: The owner of 

Angelina’s has requested this parking for their customers. Engineering is going to begin the 

process of reviewing handicapped parking in the downtown area on city streets in an attempt to 



 

address these types of requests going forward. This item will be left open for further discussion. 

(OPEN) 

 

4C 20-06-0011 Traffic complaints in the area of 14th Street and Quail Run Subdivision: 

This complaint came from a resident who mentioned congestion from school drop off and 

dismissal as an ongoing issue that he feels is causing safety issues. The committee has discussed 

this issue numerous times in the past and has found that there is no ideal solution to the situation. 

Recently we learned that there may be a possible solution that involves the high school 

restricting parking on their back lot to allow some parents to pick up and drop off on that lot 

rather than along 14th Street. School administration is willing to discuss this as an option, 

however noted that due to current COVID 19 school plans there would be a drastic reduction in 

traffic for at least the first semester of school. School administration does not wish to address the 

issue currently due to the overwhelming amount of other changes currently taking place. This 

item will be closed and the situation will be monitored when school resumes a normal schedule. 

This item can be revisited in the future as a possible solution if the problem persists. (CLOSED) 

 

4D 20-06-0012 Complaints about parking on Third Parkway at East Lane Drive: A 

complaint was received in reference to parking near this stop sign causing site distance issues. 

The committee noted that the stop sign issue was likely enforceable by the police department, but 

that the intersection itself may also be part of the issue. Engineering is going to take a look at the 

intersection from a site distance stand point and bring their findings back to the committee. 

(OPEN) 

 

4E 20-07-0013 Request for the city to take over an alley light at 1212 E Third: This 

request was for the city to take over the existing light for maintenance and billing. The 

committee frequently gets requests for lighting in alleyways. Historically the city does not light 

alleys and our current code does not require it. Considering we get these requests frequently, 

engineering will be developing a standardized form to make these request which will require 

every resident who borders the alley to approve the request. Once the form is developed it will be 

brought to the committee for approval and will be used to review these requests going forward. 

(OPEN) 

 

4F 20-07-0014 Request for a street light in the alley near 604 Hancock: This request will 

be handled in the same manner as the above item. It will be left open for the time being. (OPEN) 

 

4G 20-07-0015 Parking complaints in the area of 1713 Madison Avenue: A request was 

received to paint the curb near the fire hydrant at this address due to ongoing issues with vehicles 

blocking the hydrant. The committee agreed that painting curbs near fire hydrants is not 

necessary since the code allows for enforcement absent any curb markings. This issue will need 

to be handled by the police department when violations exist. (CLOSED) 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

5A 20-08-0016 Review of stop sign on Circle Drive: A citizen inquired about the stop sign 

in the alley at Circle Drive. It was mentioned that some motorists are stopping for the stop sign 

when it is not appropriate to do so. The committee noted that typically stop signs are not 



 

necessary in alleyways. Engineering will check this specific sign to evaluate whether or not it is 

necessary. If not, and an ordinance exists for this specific stop sign, engineering will request that 

council amend the ordinance to remove the stop sign. (CLOSED) 

 

5B 20-08-0017 Request for no parking on Locust Street: This request is for a no parking 

zone on the West side of Locust Street from the North side of Tenth Street to 150 feet North. The 

request came as a result of proposed development in the area. Nearby residents have already 

been spoken to by city staff and are also in favor of the no parking zone. The committee 

approved the request. Engineering will have an ordinance sent to council for approval. 

(CLOSED)    
 

5C 20-08-0019 Review of procedure for block party applications: Parks Department has 

requested a review of the current process for block parties on city streets. Mark Skornia will be 

amending the current application to make it a more generic request for a street closure rather than 

specifically for block parties. The committee will review the changes at the next meeting and 

will finalize the process for obtaining and submitting such requests. (OPEN) 

 

5D 20-08-0020 Request for a speed limit reduction on 8th Street from 47 to Jefferson: This 

request came from a resident in the area who cited concerns about speed in combination with 

pedestrian traffic and cyclists in the area. The committee discussed the request and agreed that at 

this time a speed limit reduction was not warranted on this segment of roadway. The committee 

also noted that when the current Busch Greenway Project is completed it should reduce the 

amount of pedestrian traffic along 8th Street. (CLOSED) 

 

5E 20-08-0021 Request for new speed signage in the area of Rabbit Trail Drive and 

Lexington/Wenona: This request was to consider installing radar speed display signage in the 

area due to ongoing speed complaints. The committee agreed that before considering such a 

request, a current speed study should be conducted in the area. Engineering will collect speed 

data from both areas and will revisit the request once the data is available. (OPEN) 

   

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 am 

 

The next scheduled meeting will be held on September 4, 2020 at 08:00 a.m. in City Council 

Chambers.  

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Chief Ed. Menefee                    CC: 

Washington Police Department                            Each Member 

                                Mary Trentmann 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


