
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Public Works was held on Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at 
7:30 a.m. in the City Council Chambers located at 405 Jefferson Street, Washington, 
Missouri. The following were present/absent: 

MEMBERS: 
Chairman John Vietmeier Present 
Member Brad Mitchell Absent 
Member Mike Radetic Present 
Member Steve Richardson Absent 
Ex-officio Member Steve Strubberg Absent 
Ex-officio Member Vacant 

OTHERS: 
Council Representative Steve Sullentrup Present 
Council Representative Mark Wessels Present 
Mayor Sandy Lucy Absent 
City Administrator Daren Lamb Absent 
Water/Wastewater Superintendent Kevin Quaethem Present 
Water /Wastewater Secretary Beverly Hoyt Present 
Public Works Director John Nilges Absent 
Assistant City Engineer - Andrea Lueken Absent 
Emergency Management Director Mark Skornia Absent 
Fire Chief Tim Frankenberg Absent 

Originals and/or copies of agenda items of the meeting, including recorded votes are available 
on record in the office of the Public Works Department for one year. Video/DVD and audio 
tapes are kept only until the minutes have been approved for the meeting. DVD copies of this 
meeting are distributed to Board Members if requested. 

Minutes 

We do not have a quorum to approve the minutes so we will hold the approval over until next 
month. 



Discussion Items 

The City of Washington Wastewater Treatment Plant is under a "Notice of Violation" from the 
Department of Natural Resources. This pertains to our Industrial Monitoring Ordinance and our 
Local Limits for Industrial Users in Washington. There is a total of nine (9) Industrial Users, 
that have to monitor chemicals they may be discharging into the system, zinc, titanium, fats oil 
and greases, each have their own significant chemicals that they have to monitor for their 
processes. 

In 2017 the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) felt that all of the cities that take industrial 
waste did not have uniform stringent enough ordinances. Washington has an ordinance in place, 
we have had this since the 80's for all of the Industrial Users. The City's, I feel is a stringent 
ordinance but it didn't have all the verbiage that the EPA felt should be in an ordinance. 

We have been working on this for a long time, but we did not get it completed. This is why we 
are in a "Notice of Compliance". We had to take our city ordinance and the EPA' s ordinance 
and marry them together with the verbiage. This was very time consuming and then you have to 
have it approved by the EPA and the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR). There 
is a lot of back and forth communications. 

Due to a lot of health issues with Mr. Zimmermann and myself. We did not get it completed, so 
the DNR issued us a "Notice of Violation" saying you did not get it done and they gave us a 
timeline to get this done. So one of the timelines was to get a consultant on board to help us to 
finalize the last ten percent. So John, myself and Darren got together and a decision was made. 
We feel Cochran Engineering would be the best to help us, they have the experience and are 
close. With that, an agreement was made with a contract not to exceed $9,500.00. So that 
decision was made and a letter was issued to the DNR stating what we are doing and how we 
will be handling this matter. That letter was mailed by registered mail on Friday. 

We were given 30 days to find a consultant, so we are ahead on the timeline. We have 180 days 
to finalize our ordinance and our local limits and re-issue permits. All of the Industrial Users are 
on a temporary permit we issued in August. Basically, they are working off of their old permit 
which are already stringent until December 2020. They are under the permit guidelines so we 
have that taken care of. We will get to the Ordinance and the local limits completed well before 
those 180 days. There are no fines or penalties, we have been given a strict timeline to get this 
done and I am sure we will have this done by the end of that timeline. 

There are several others cities that are at the "decree" stage and are paying penalties on a 
monthly basis till they get it all done. 

The contract with Cochran is within our current budget. We will be taking it out of other 
contracted services. This has been to Council and was approved. I just needed to bring this to 
the Board and did not have time before it went to Council. We will talk more about this next 
month when more of the Board members are here. 
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Wastewater 

The air scrubber will be delivered next week at the treatment plant. We will immediately start 
installing all the duct work and pipe in-house along with electrical. So by spring this will be up 
and running. This will eliminate up to 85 percent of the odor. We will always have some odor it 
just will not be has pungent as what it has been in the past. We will be drawing the air out of the 
influent wet well as well as the grit separator wet well and out of the head works building into the 
scrubber and discharge. The odor has not been too bad this year. The peat moss we put on has 
done a good job. We just did not want to replace it ($500 to replace) since the air scrubber will be 
here next week. However, it is breaking down and every once in a while it gives a little burp. 

We did make it through the fair, usually we had a hiccup when the fair was on when the swine 
barn gets washed into the system. The animal waste gets brought into the system which throws a 
little hiccup into the system and produces an odor but this year was not too bad. 

Walnut Street Pump -The pump will be here in December, actually the first week of December. 
We will start work on this in the middle of December. So by the time our Spring rains are here 
we will be moving about 2,500 gallons per minutes (gpm) down to the treatment plant. 

West End -This is a work in progress. What we are doing there is basically totally redesigning 
and rebuilding that lift station. We have a wet well that all the sewage comes into from the whole 
north side of town and is then pumped from there through a dry can. There are two pumps down 
in the dry can and in May of this year a valve broke in the dry can and flooded the dry well with 
sewage. Shorted out all the pumps because they were running at the time. Took out the electrical 
so we bubble gummed that back together. We are putting in submersible pumps directly into the 
wet well then we are going to control it off of a controller that will be nine (9) feet in the air. If 
we have a flood that inundates the wet well system, we can still shut it down. We cannot pump 
river water, but none of the electrical controls will be damaged due to the flooding or anything 
else. What we are doing is putting a big vault in place, 10-foot by 6-foot, vault sitting there where 
the valve will go. We are waiting for pumps to come in, this can take anywhere from six (6) to 
ten (10) weeks for delivery. 

Water 

NIA 

Mr. Sullentrup asked about Rhine River with regard to water bill of only $8.00 a month. There is 
one sewer line connection for each building, one meter, water bill. This is the way it is supposed 
to be designed and built. I cannot answer for how it is now. I would have to look at the plans, but 
it should be that each one of those units should have a separate sewer line coming out to a main 
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trunk line that should have been put on the property side of all that tied into our City system. This 
was supposed to be a six (6) inch with everything tying into that, this is how it was supposed to 
have been done. Each one of those units, one above and one below. There are six units above and 
six below. 

We will look into this matter and get back to you at our next meeting. Technically each of those 
units should have a shut off, meter and they should have a four (4) inch line coming out to a six 
(6) inch receiving line. The six (6) inch receiving lines in developments like Rhine River are 
private line till it hits the City main. Meaning the Rhine River is responsible for all that, it is one 
big service lateral, it has to go to a six (6) inch to handle all those four (4) inch. 

Each of those units is then to pay a connection fee. This is handled outside of our department, 
each should pay $6.50 service fee which gives you up to 1,500 gallons that everyone pays each 
month whether you use water or not, everyone pay $6.50 based on water. Sewage is based on the 
accumulation of the water. Each unit should have at least a water and sewer bill. With a minimum 
of $6.50 and whatever is used after that. Wastewater is like $13 or $14 and anything used above 
that. 

Dumpsters are different. I don't think they pay a trash bill. I will have to check into this and get 
back with you at the next Board meeting. 

Mr. Radetic asked if there is a senior discount. Yes, there is just call utility billing they can make 
the change. 

Old Business 

This was previously discussed (West End Lift Station). 

Next Scheduled Meeting Date 

The next scheduled meeting date is December 10, 2019. 
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Adjourn 

There not being a quorum we are not able to make a motion for adjournment. We are adjourned. 

Preparedby: ~,,~~/,,. ~r 
~~ 
Water/Wastewater Secretary 

Adopted and Approved by the Board of Public Works: 

Date: _D._:a..c._ 1_<>_1_)._0_J Cf ____ Signature: 1L-/f' J-:9f DO$ 

Secretary 
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