
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
Tuesday, July 9, 2019 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Public Works was held on Tuesday, July 9, 2019 at 7:30 a.m. 
in the City Council Chambers located at 405 Jefferson Street, Washington, Missouri. The 
following were present/absent: 

MEMBERS: 
Chairman John Vietmeier Present 
Member Brad Mitchell Present 
Member Mike Radetic Present 
Member Steve Richardson Present 
Ex-officio Member Steve Strubberg Present 
Ex-officio Member Vacant 

OTHERS: 
Council Representative Steve Sullentrup Present 
Council Representative Mark Wessels Present 
Mayor Sandy Lucy Absent 
City Administrator Daren Lamb Absent 
Water/Wastewater Superintendent Kevin Quaethem Present 
Water/Wastewater Secretary Beverly Hoyt Present 
City Engineer John Nilges Present 
Assistant City Engineer Andrea Lueken Absent 
Emergency Management Director Mark Skornia Absent 
Fire Chief Tim Frankenberg Absent 

Originals and/or copies of agenda items of the meeting, including recorded votes are available 
on record in the office of the Public Works Department for one year. Video/DVD and audio 
tapes are kept only until the minutes have been approved for the meeting. DVD copies of this 
meeting are distributed to Board Members if requested. 

Minutes. A motion was made by Mr. Mitchell and seconded by Mr. Radetic to approve the 
minutes from the regular June 11 , 2019 meeting. The motion passed without dissent. 

Priority Items - A sewer project on Jefferson Street, south of the bridge area will have traffic a 
little congested for a few hours. 



Wastewater 

The treatment plant is doing good, noticed the air scrubber could not come in at a better time. The 
odors are starting to come out the temporary home made scrubber. We are going to hold off on 
adding more peat moss, the new air scrubber is being built as we speak. 

Water is finally going down enough so it won't affect the left stations. Still leaving things as is in 
case the river would come back and would have to bypass pump. Until rivers gets into a normal 
flow. 

Air scrubbers - Order has been approved and ordered. The high water is a problem, but DNR is 
aware of all the water issues and are okay. 

Water 

Well #9 - needed to get a new flow meter for the piping. It came in yesterday, kind of held off on 
working on it for a bit due to the construction. Now that the construction has slowed a bit we will 
install and get it back on line. Maybe another week or so and we will be back on line. 

As far as the system goes we are doing good, the wells are all kicking on for a while in the morning 
and they stabilize out and go back to normal operations. 

Enduro Water Tower 

Specifications were just sent back to Steve Shottz at SC Consulting, they do a lot of the tanks in 
Missouri as for monitoring the painters and sending all the reports to DNR. Just sent specifications 
back to him for review. Once we get the specifications back we will go out for bids. We are 
hoping to squeeze this in for the summer. Work usually slows down in the summer and painting 
is a quick and easy wash and a paint job that can be done in about a month which would work okay 
and hopefully get a good price. Color will be the same as Crestview as this seems to be a good 
color. 

The question was asked about the water pressure in Stone Crest Subdivision. Depends on where 
you are and whether you have a two story house, or if you are on the high side, and when well 
kicks off. You will go to a slow trickle flow. 

This would improve a little bit just by volume not pressure if we could get a 12" line tied back into 
Stone Crest from the City, but right now it comes into and goes out in an 8" line coming back to 
Rabbit Trail so when the well kicks on pressure jumps to about 40 pounds, when the well kicks 
off it drops about 40 pounds. Depends on where you are at it can fluctuate quite a bit. 

The fluctuation can be quite dramatic. The last few days, it has been low because our chlorine 
system developed a leak and we had to get another pump so we had to shut it off. Right now that 
is a primary well, we found out if we leave certain wells running more often than others it helps 
with the circulation of chlorine which keeps the odor issue and all of the stabilization issues worked 
out and Well 10 happens to be that one. But eventually we want to get another line looped around 
and relieve that pressure that builds up because of the restrictive flow the pressure will stabilize at 
a certain pressure just don' t know what that pressure will be. 
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There is one thing that would help. They can purchase a booster pump that can be installed in the 
home to increase pressure for a couple hundred dollars. As far as the system, there is nothing we 
can do to improve that problem. We have an elevated system so we work off of elevated towers 
and not pressure systems. 

There's still a plan, but that still will not help the pressure issue, it will help with volume and flow 
but not pressure. 

City code has an ordinance of %" minimum meter on city water service lines. Some houses in 
Stone Crest are on larger service lines which does help. There are things out there that will help, 
the boosters in home, which homeowner have the ability to put in if they require additional 
pressure. 

Homes that are on the high end, up by Jasper Farms will maintain about 65 pounds to 70 pounds 
even when wells are off. This is because of the elevated system. The average for the City of 
Washington is 72 pounds. Now downtown we have 100 pounds and 36 pounds over on Lilac and 
3 7 over on Bieker. If you stand at your property and look at the water tower, look at the base of it 
and that the pressure you are generating. So if you lived with that, that is all you will have for 
pressure. All towers have 25 pounds at the base of the tower. The new one over slatted for the 
Phoenix center would not be any higher. The base of it would be the same. If you try to increase 
pressure by the size of the tower being taller this would cause the tank to overflow. Back to the 
hydraulics again, this tower would overflow. 

The new subdivision over by Carmel Lane off Main they are putting in booster pumps in all their 
new homes because they are in the same situation. It ' s kind of like an instant on and off pump as 
soon as you tum on the valve it kicks on and boost the power. 

We could look at additional coding that would require a pressure check before occupancy. Just do 
a pressure check for a minimum of 40 pounds and if it does not meet that be required to put a 
booster on the house before it's sold. 

It is impo1tant for us to look at trying to get an additional feed over to Stone Crest. Not sure when 
it was last discussed with the Board. It has not been brought up much because we do not have 
easements to get through. 

This puts the burden on the builders to provide that information to the building department. We 
will not go backwards, but we need to move forward. 

The state requirement which is what we follow is a 20 PSI at the entrance point of the property. 
So where the service line comes into the building in the basement it has to be 20 PSI, this is the 
minimum. 

No one like that Stone Crest has low pressure but there is nothing that the City can do to improve 
that, but there are things out there that the homeowner can do to improve the situation. 

When all those homes were built they knew what the situation was out there when the homes were 
being built. There is one house out there that at the front of the entrance has as an inch and half 
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service line because the builder knew the pressure out there and the home owner could put in a 
booster pump of whatever size they wanted and have the volume of water on an inch and a half to 
feed the pump. 

The pressure can be checked with a garden hose and a regular pressure gauge purchased at 
Orschelns or Lowes. It will give you your pressure. 

Downtown you have to have pressure reducing valves also part of an elevated system. Most of 
our newer faucets also have low flow washers in the heads, these can all be removed for better 
flow. 

This is all good maybe we need to get more information together, not for the next meeting but 
soon. 

Next Scheduled Meeting Date 

The next scheduled meeting date is August 13, 2019. 

Adjourn 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned on a motion by Mr. Richardson and 
seconded by Mr. Mitchell. All in favor aye, those oppose. We are adjourned. 

Prepared by: ~ &{ 
Beverly Hoyt 

Water/Wastewater Secretary 

Adopted and Approved by the Board of Public Works: 

Date: 
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Secretary 


