
  MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSON  

CITY OF WASHINGTON, FRANKLIN COUNTY, MISSOURI 
WEDNESDAY, ARPIL 3, 2019 

 
 
Agenda Item #1:  Call Meeting to Order – Chair Sparky Stuckenschneider called the meeting 
to order at 6:02 pm. 

 
Agenda Item #2:  Roll Call – Director of Parks & Recreation Wayne Dunker called roll. Those 
in attendance included Chair Sparky Stuckenschneider; Vice Chair Tessie Steffens; 
Commission Members Bob Kloeppel, Gavin Woolley, Betty Werner, Kevin Kriete & Dan 
Cassette as well as Council Liaison Jeff Patke & Greg Skornia. 
 
Agenda Item #3:  Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Agenda Item #4:  Approval of Minutes –  Dan made a motion and Gavin seconded the motion 
to approve the March 6, 2019 minutes. 
 
Agenda Item #5:  Parks Report –See the packet 
 
Disc Golf - the guys got to burger park the past few days. Have 11 holes started.  
Medians were done a few weeks. Were done in record time of 4 days when It usually takes 1-
1/2. 
  
Riverfront-preparing for implosion, River Relief and Sunset on the Riverfront. We did grading 
work from the sewer issue last year as well as seeded and strawed.  
 
Borgia had students that needed service hours, so they picked up trash at the Riverfront and the 
trail. They also painted the concrete barriers at the Sand Plant. The sand plant area where the 
barriers is where the media will be for the bridge implosion and they had nasty words on them. 
They painted them white. In front of the water works building has some concrete that needs to 
be replaced, so we are hoping to get to the next week.  
 
Opening Restrooms-Lakeview restrooms are open. They ran into issues at Lakeview so the 
process is taking a little longer. Gavin asked if they were vandalism issues, Wayne said no it 
was piping issues. 
 
Ballfield Prep Applications – applications have been slow, but we are hoping that changes. 
Sparky asked if we had any applications and Wayne responded we have none at the moment. 
 
Tree City USA-Josh, Chad and Wayne are going this Friday to receive the recognition for 2018 
 
CPR-the entire parks staff and building maintenance staff were trained in CPR & First Aid by 
Mark Skornia in March.  
 
Work day at Miller-Post -  Was done Saturday March 30, and this was a rain/snow make-up 
date and the weather was crummy, cold wet and rain, but we had 70-80 people show up. 



Kite-Jackie Miller purchase a Franklin County Stainless Steel Kite that she had painted. She 
would like it placed at the entrance of Miller-Post. We are working towards getting that 
displayed. 
 
Agenda Item #6:  Communications from Audience – 
 
Rebecca Mayer, president of the Arts Council got up and spoke. During the previous peoples’ 
time on the Arts Council board the city was gifted these sculptures. Wayne, Sandy, Darren & 
Rebecca met to get places to put the sculptures.  
 
One spot is the nook by City Hall, by an electric outlet. There is one sculpture that is lit, so that 
would be a good spot. Rebecca asked Darren who owned the wall by the Farmers market and it 
was determined it was the City’s wall. She spoke with Rick Marquart about placing sculptures 
there and he is on board. She is proposing to place two 4x4 sculptures that are flat on that wall 
as well as another that is called an orbit. They would prime, wash and paint that wall and hang 
those 3 there. 
 
Another sculpture is in a shape of a fish. They thought that would be great by the landscaped 
area by the Restrooms at the Riverfront. It’s called Missouri Fish.  
 
Another sculpture is called Serendipity, and they thought that would be nice in the landscaped 
area behind the pool.  
 
The Arts Council will work on the wall, but hopes that we can help with the mounting. They are 
purchasing plaques once the sculptures are decided. 
 
Discussions of bringing in other artist has started.  
 
Tessie has a concern about the one by the pool. Since we are going to be demolishing in the 
area in the next few years, is that one a good idea. Wayne said they would be mounted to a 
concrete base and can be easily removed. Wayne went and took a picture of the sculpture at 
the library to see how it was mounted. 5th & Elm was also another spot that could be done. 
Rebecca said this would get a good number of them out and we can see what happens as far 
as vandalism. Sparky asked what the timeline was and Rebecca was hoping to get them out this 
spring.  
 
Sparky wanted to know if it had to go to city council? Discussion occurred and Tessie asked 
what the cost would be. Wayne thought the cost would be minimal.  We would have to purchase 
special stainless steel clips to mount the sculptures to the concrete. The Arts council is paying 
for the wall. Sparky ran across the Public Art Policy & Procedures and it says that city Council 
does has to approve it.   
 
Gavin thought that 5-6 pieces from one Artist might be a bit strong, he wanted to know what the 
Arts Councils view on it was. Rebecca said since we have them we need to get them placed but 
they are defiantly open to other artists. Right now these are the only sculptures we have without 
purchasing some. Wayne said since we have committed to placing them so now we need to get 
them out. 
 
Tessie said that we need to promote the Arts Council so that other people show interest.  
 



Sparky asked if we have you considered Phoenix Park since it looks like they are mostly in the 
downtown area. Wayne said since they are not extremely thick steel, he’s Leary of not having a 
lot of eyes on them more vandalism could occur at Phoenix. Dave said Phoenix is more natural, 
so they may not fit in well there. Tessie said you could hang one on the building at Phoenix 
since they do have tennis tournaments out there.  
 
Rebecca is working on an Arts District for the downtown area. I’ve been eyeballing the lot on 3rd 
street that LB owns. The old board had discussed a sculpture park there, but he’s not interested 
in sculpture park. He hasn’t ruled out doing something there, it just depends on what the Arts 
Council can come up with. 
 
The Arts Council purchased a kite from Franklin County and had thought about placing it on the 
lamp post at the market, but after the wind storm the other day, that is probably not a good 
location. They are looking into a place since it needs to be mounted better. 
 
The Arts Council Posters have gotten kicked in, so they either have to get plaques made, get 
metal frames or put some sort of app on them that you go see the information. Discussion had 
about possibly lighting them had been brought up so they were looking into that as well. 
 
Sparky asked when she was wanting to get this approved. Wayne said he would will get 
locations and pictures out to the Parks Commission via email and we can vote at next month’s 
meeting. It would then go to council for approval at the second meeting in May. 
 
Agenda Item #7:  Old Business  
 
Main Stage Fence- it has been a long slow process due to the size of the project. It will be in the 
paper this weekend. 
 
Aquatic Facility- we are at a standstill right now. Wayne has research to do after the March 
meeting. He contacted a company that builds pool that are similar to water size we are looking 
at. Darren Lamb and I are working on a backwards timeline such as potential start date to get 
the rest out. Hopefully next month I’ll have a better idea. 
 
Monster Truck-Council approved and moved forward. June 22 is the date. 
 
Arbor Day-Is Saturday, April 27. We will be planting trees, portable saw mill demonstration, tree 
injections, mayor’s proclamation. It will be a good event for that park to get awareness out. 
Tessie added her and John are doing hotdogs, so she will take any help! Dave said we will have 
free trees from the conservation. We are getting the 4 local schools 8th grade classes from 
Borgia, Lourdes, Immanuel & Washington West to plant trees and get them involved. They will 
be planting four (4) native oaks in all different varieties. 
 
Soccer fees- The fees and charges committee met in March and discussed fees. The 
Committee Proposed:  unlit fees were $25 with lit games being raised by $5, going from $35 to 
$40. The other major change was practice charges. Wayne met with Sarah, the soccer 
president, and she had mentioned that they wanted to have the most competitive teams practice 
on the fields. We currently don’t allow practices on the fields, so that is why the fee was 
proposed for the wear and tear to the fields. She is requesting a meeting, but Wayne was still 
waiting to hear back from her as to when everyone can meet. 
 



Park Benches & Tree Memorials- Wayne is looking to form a sub-committee to evaluate our 
current plan for both benches & trees. We are out of spaces on the river front, we need trees but 
it’s not where people want them. We are losing money on the trees. We are looking at a total re-
haul looking for design, pricing, placement, etc. There is a variety of costs that are associated 
with both trees & benches.  
 
Trees were $250 but we are losing money. Benches were $850-1000 for just the bench, and 
that doesn’t include concrete. Sparky asked if there was an ordinance for fees. Wayne & Casey 
did not think there was. Wayne is looking for 2-3 people to be on the committee. Jeff brought up 
having someone from Urban Forestry on the committee, Tessie nominated John. This would be 
1 meeting a month, starting in May. Dave volunteered, Tessie said put John down, Sparky said 
he would serve on the committee. Tessie nominated Gavin as well, and Gavin accepted.  
 
Jeff said to look into whether there is an ordinance, he thought there might be one. He thought 
there was a standard for the benches at the trail. 
 
Dave thought it was more the base pad for under the bench that had a standard.  
 
Dog Park-Wayne met with Amy Niehaus from the dog park group.  She gave a run down on the 
progress that has been made over the years. She requested the small dog area. Amy went and 
marked the area with spray paint. Chad measured it out and is doing some research on how 
many panels we need and what the cost would be to purchase them what we need for 
installation. We did seed & straw the bare spots, as well as public works filled the pot holes in 
the parking lot. We removed the dead plants and will get them replaced. The Park staff worked 
on the granite walk way since it has washed out this winter. The Dog Park Group is wanting 
signage, etc. so we will work towards that. Sparky asked if we had a budget for this area and 
Wayne said not right now. The dog park group also doesn’t want to lose the space for the small 
dog area, so they want to expand the large dog area. Wayne added that to do the small area, 
we do have the panels, but have to purchases two special gates. Gavin asked since money is 
limited do they have to make a decision as to what they want to see. Wayne said we are 
working that part out. The group does fundraise, but since things were slow recently they have 
been holding back until they see progress, so we are trying to get some things done. Sparky 
asked if we couldn’t just add to the side of the fence and leave the fencing the way it is to help 
the budget. Dan said that wasn’t how the fence wasn’t designed that way, it was done as a 
double gate system so once you got in the first gate you then go into another to go either to the 
small dogs or large dog area and both sides have a water spicket. 
 
The spicket area was also a muddy mess, so we proposed putting landscaping blocks down and 
creating an area around them to cut back on the mess.  
 
Agenda Item #10:  Next Meeting – May 1, 2019 
 
 
Agenda Item #11:  Adjournment – A motion was made by Commission Member Wooley at 
6:48 pm, seconded by Commission Member Werner to adjourn. The motion was approved with 
a unanimous vote.   
 

 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION APPROVAL. 


